TDOT Bike/Ped Conference Call
May 12, 2010
1:30 CST/2:30 EST
I. TDOT Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator position
Last month, TDOT began interviewing candidates for the state Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator.  I was selected to fill this position.  My official start date was May 2nd and I will continue to work hard to improve bicycling and walking in TN. 
II. TDOT Designing for Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities Classes
TDOT hosted its first Designing for Bike/Ped facilities class in the Nashville region on May 5th and 6th  (taught by Sprinkle Consulting).  Unfortunately, because of the floods we had to reschedule the class to be held in Jackson on May 3rd and 4th  and are working on setting up those dates.  The Nashville class was a huge success- we received lots of positive feedback regarding how relevant the material was to participant’s everyday jobs and how it brought them up to speed with changes in the way these types of facilities should be designed.  We were pleased with how interactive the class was- we had wheelchair challenges during the breaks, and were assigned an actual intersection to re-design so that it was accommodating to bicyclists and pedestrians.  In addition to the consultant materials, Terrance included a copy of the new rumble strip standards, bike maps, TDOT’s bike/ped policy, and links to MPO websites where they could find local bike/ped plans.  
We’ve had so much interest in the class that we are now adding two additional classes for TDOT staff.
III. Bike/Ped Crash Data- update

With the help of TDOS and the Nashville MPO’s intern, all state and local bike/ped crashes from 2003-2007 have been geo-coded and have been delivered to me.  However, we are still waiting for those locations to have a list of attributes coded to them before we really know the story behind these crashes and reasons why they are taking place.  This data will hopefully build a case for spending safety funds in some of these locations that appear to be “hot spots” or corridors with a concentration of bike/ped crashes.  

IV. Statewide Bike Month events
Several bike-to-work events are taking place across the state.  I spoke with our communications office a few weeks ago and they seemed very receptive to doing some kind of TDOT promotion of National Bike Month next year?  Members of Bike Walk TN mentioned the possibility of having a Governor’s Ride to promote National Bike Month in 2011.  
V.
Bike Route Update- status report


We’re still working through the contract process to get RPM consultants on board for the update of the long range plan’s bike route component.  In the meantime, several of us on this call are beginning to explore the possibility of a musical heritage bike route after Philip Pugliese spoke with Congressman Cohen’s office at the National Bike Summit back in March.  Congressman Cohen is supportive of the idea, but first we need to identify musical heritage sites and propose a route that connects these sites to tell a story.  Bike Walk TN was working on identifying these sites so that we can submit to historic preservationists for review.

VI. 
Additional Comments/Wrap-Up

