TDOT Bike/Ped Conference Call
November 16, 2011
1:30 CST/2:30 EST
I. TDOT Staff Announcements
There have been a couple of changes in TDOT staff over the last couple of months.  First, Toks Omishakin, former bike/ped coordinator and director of Healthy Living for Metro Nashville, was named Bureau Chief of Environment and Planning.  As Bureau Chief, Toks will oversee the Four Divisions:  Multimodal, Enivornmental, Project Planning, and Long Range Planning.  Also, Jeanne Stevens, Director of Long Range Planning left at the end of October and has not been replaced at this time.  The Bicycle and Pedestrian Office is currently located within Long Range Planning, and once these new staff members have a chance to settle in, I will ask that either Toks or the new Director join one of our upcoming conference calls so I can introduce them to the group.
II. Federal Update

There have been many important votes in regards to transportation and bicycling and walking in the US House and Senate.  In the Senate (November 1st), Sen. Rand Paul (KY)’s proposal to divert TE funds to bridge repair was voted down.  In TN, Sen. Lamar Alexander voted against the amendment and Sen. Bob Corker voted for it.


More recently, the U.S. Senate has released its version of the next transportation reauthorization bill called Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21). This bill proposes to eliminate earmarks and expedite project delivery without sacrificing the environment and public input.  Several programs would also be consolidated. In the case of traditional bike/ped funding such as Safe Routes to School, Recreational Trails Program, and Transportation Enhancements, they would fall under the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) program.  Many biking/walking advocacy groups have expressed concerns that the program also contains activities such as land acquisition for wetland mitigation and construction of HOV lanes, and that bike/ped projects would be forced to compete for limited funding with these other projects.  There are also concerns that the bill allows for states to opt out of the CMAQ program and redirect funds to highway construction.  Lastly, the bill contains a clause that would require cyclists to use sidepaths on federal lands if the federally owned road has a speed limit greater than 30 mph and if a sidepath is located within 100 yards of the road.  This has upset many cyclists who feel that it takes away their right to the road and puts them in a more dangerous situation where they are forced to ride where pedestrians may be present or a path is not well maintained.  The bill is not expected to be complete until June, but in the meantime the next reauthorization extension expires in March 2012.
III. Chattanooga’s Teen Driver Education Program
We decided to move this conversation to a future conference call since many people could not make today’s call and I think its an important topic that many who could not make it would be interested in.
IV. US Bike Route Discussion
I recently received a call from Kerry Irons with Adventure Cycling regarding adding an additional USBR corridor that would run from Cleveland, OH through Columbus and into Lexington, KY and continue south through Knoxville, Chattanooga, and eventually into Atlanta.  This would just be a proposed corridor for now.  
Kerry was instrumental in developing Michigan’s USBR 20.  As volunteers, Kerry and Scott Anderson met with local communities to get buy-in (mostly done over email) and once community buy-in was secured, the Michigan DOT provided mapping of the route and applied for route number approval through AASHTO.  Michigan is very similar to TN in that not all roadways are maintained by the state DOT.  Like TN, Michigan also has state, city and county roads (all maintained by different agencies), and so volunteers were crucial in getting support and maintenance agreements from local communities when the route utilized a roadway not on the state system.  As this time, USBR 20 has not been signed, but there has been talk of applying for an enhancement grant or securing private funding for signage.  I believe the Mississippi River Trail signs in TN were purchased through the MRT organization and TDOT agreed to install the signs.

I will follow up with upper management at TDOT and discuss the feasibility of moving forward with a plan to work with volunteers/neighboring states in support of a USBR in TN.
V. Additional Comments/Wrap-Up
· Registration for 2012 National Bike Summit (March 20-22) is now open on the LAB’s website
· TN CMAQ awards from October 2011:  I did a quick desktop analysis of funds awarded this year.  Out of a total of $17,400,150 funded projects (total does not include the 20% local match), $8,725,150 or 50% of available funding from October 2011 will fund projects with a bike/ped element.  These projects include Chattanooga’s Green Trips initiative, Gallatin’s Town Creek Greenway extension, Hendersonville’s Sanders Ferry/Drakes Creek Bike Trail, 50 miles of bike lanes in Memphis, and an extension of the Shelby Farms Greenline in Shelby County, TN. 
· The City of Memphis recently held a Complete Streets workshop in their community
