TDOT Bike/Ped Conference Call
September 21, 2011
1:30 CST/2:30 EST
I. Bicycle Ride Across TN
The 22nd Annual Bicycle Ride Across TN was held last week.  Governor Haslam rode the entire 86 miles of the 1st day and several cyclists got to stop and chat with him at the sag stops.  Ridership this year totaled 283 riders, and they hope to top 300 next year.   Next year’s ride will be Sep. 8-15th and will stop at Cumberland Mountain SP, Standing Stone, Pickett, and Harrison Bay State Parks.  

II. Lifesavers Conference/Law Enforcement

Leslie Meehan and I gave a presentation on bicycle and pedestrian enforcement at this year’s Lifesaver’s Conference sponsored by the Governor’s Highway Safety Office.  We had officers from across the state attend our session and it was informative for both the officers as well as us.  We also provided the officers with a roll call video, training module, and laminated card titled “Same Rules, Same Roads” that contains rules of the road for both bicyclists and motorists that the officers could take back and share with their agency.  I’ve attached a pdf of the card in this email in case you would like to use it or pass it out to interested groups.
III. TDOT Bike Route Update
The draft Bike Route Update is now waiting for final TDOT approval.  Once approved, RPM will hand over the final deliverables to TDOT and we will put the report on our website, as well as the bicycle level of service maps.  Once the report and maps are up, I will send a link out through the email distribution list.  This report will also provide a set of action items that we can begin working on implementing.  
IV. Bike/Ped Safety Research
TDOT recently awarded a research grant to UT/TSU to analyze bicycle and pedestrian crashes across the state and develop a method of prioritizing locations for future safety funding.  We held a kick-off meeting this morning.  The research will take place over the course of the next few years, and will provide a much more detailed analysis of what factors may lead to crashes, and if any patterns are occurring. Stay tuned for future updates.
V. Additional Comments/Wrap-Up
· Fall 2011 LAB Bicycle Friendly Communities in TN:   Chattanooga renewed their Bronze status, and Memphis received an Honorable Mention.  
· Several TN businesses also received a Bicycle Friendly Business Award:  
· RPM Transportation Consultants renewed their status and were upgraded to Gold

· 212 Market in Chattanooga renewed their status as Silver

· Swiftwick of Brentwood received Silver designation

· The City of Memphis- City Hall received Bronze

· Healthways, Inc in Franklin received Honorable Mention
· TN Bike Shares in the news:
· UT- Knoxville’s ebike sharing system:  http://www.volunteertv.com/news/headlines/UT_launches_nations_first_ebike_sharing_system_129397443.html?ref=443
· City of Chattanooga’s bike share program: http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2011/sep/21/city-launching-bike-share-program/
· Nashville MPO counts show 50% increase in bicyclists and pedestrians since 2009:   http://www.tennessean.com/article/20110923/NEWS01/309230080/More-cyclists-walkers-counted-in-Middle-TN
